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HIDDEN WONDERS, HIDDEN COSTS

What is a wetland?
etlands come in all shapes and sizes and
include riverside marshes, tidal flats,

swamp forests, buttongrass moorlands and

seasonal frog ponds.

The key unifying feature of wetlands is that
they hold standing water, either permanently
or temporarily. If your feet are wet and muddy
—you are probably standing in a wetland.

Specially adapted plants thrive in wetlands.
Some, such as seagrasses and pondweeds,
need to be under water at all times. Other
plants, such as giant reeds, tea tree and
swamp gums can tolerate a certain amount of
dryness, as long as it doesn't go on too long.
Wetlands are among the most productive
ecosystems on earth, with higher rates of plant
production than many forests and agricultural
lands.

Many different kinds of animals are attracted
to the water and plant life in wetlands. Frogs,
water birds and platypus are well known

Wetland threats and losses
Unfortunately, the value of wetlands has only
recently been recognised. Recent economic
valuation suggests that coastal wetlands
- particularly those that support flood control,
fisheries and recreational activities — have
a value of well over $1000/hafyear. Since
European seftlement, a large proportion of
Tasmania's original wetlands have been drained
or lost to reclamation, and the long-term effects
of water quality, flooding and biodiversity
can only be speculated. We need to
look after our remaining wetlands
and — where possible — consider
re-gstablishing wetlands as
important features in our
landscapes.

Wetlands fight back
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summer when wetlands in many other parts of the state
are dried out. Swamp harriers can often be seen silently '

are particularly rich and diverse, including large areas
of marshes, underwater grasses, tidal flats and reed beds.
These wetlands support large populations of fish, platypus
and waterbirds, including thousands of black swans that can
be seen feeding on either side of the Bridgewater Causeway, | FISh

gliding over the marshes in search of waterbirds, small
mammals, frogs and reptiles.
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